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A.,  a meeting  £in  the  of  iong-dist.ance  radio  telir pi. one  operators  /DXers/  very 
recently,  grapevine  rumor  which  had  come  to  the  attentLon  of  most  of  us  separately 
\/as  confirmea  by  Joint  discussic.r.  and  general  comparison  of 

notes.  May  1954,  the  USSR  is  going  tc  lift  their  restrictions  on  long-distance 
radio  and  radio  teiepnone  communication  by  Soviet  ’’tianis”  vith  those  in  the  western 
world  partloul^^h^j^^^^^^^^^.;he  ev^.r.t  channel  for  this  in- 
i formation^  har,  in  the  following  ge/'ieral  manner.  DXers 

t^oughout  the  v7orld  have  a strong  common  hor.d  of  tecimi cal  interest  and  personality 
characteristics.  To  an  extent  at  least,  there  1:?;  aluTiyr.  an.  interest  not  only  in 
accomplishing  as  many  successful  contacts  as  possible  hy  radio  or  radio- tele  phone 
(as  the  ca£.e  may  be}_,  but  in  passing  on  infcrmaticn  pertinent  to  the  technical 

operation  of  nlils  world -wii,;.  net  r,f  amateur  radio  enthusiasts 
With  this  motivation,  some  ’’ham"  within  the  USSR  advi.j-cl  some  other  ’‘ham”  in 
Czechoslovakia  or  another  Iron  Curtain  country  tha.t  uio  Soviet  ban  on  contact 
with  the  Vfest  and  the  US  is  scheduled  to  be  relacceO  in  May  . The  *'ham'*  in 

a satellite  in  turn  passed  the  information  on  to  Aomecoe  in'~the~v.‘c3t,  and  the 
i^ws  was  spread  rapidly^  more  and  more  long-dl j r>un:.r!  .radio  operators. 

/Collector's  Tlote-.  believes  he  might  hr  a.cli  f.o  tra'e  at  least  one 

successive  chann.el  for  this  Information  back  to  -il.  r:artain  Satellite  source, 

hut  not  back  to  an  original  operator  In  the  USok// 

For  some  years,  of  course,  USSR  DXers  have  been  ooruTiani mating  vrlthln  the  USSR, 
during  contest^  in  the  English  language.  Tiiis  ie  .noL  a*.-  suirprising  as  it  may  seem 
to  the  uninitiated.  The  Soviet  amateur  long-rjisivimce  radio  te.lenhone  enthusiast 
is  very  much  like  his  opposite  number  in  any  othe;r  coaiitry,  in  that  he  regards 
international  contests  as  a ’’giant,  king-size  ginne”,  vhica  dei'lnitely  separates 
the  men  from  ohe  boys.  The  teclirilcal  capa.bli.ity  yjf  •iiosc:  spx^cialists  and  their 
equipment  is  nowheie  better  tested  than  in  the  rogu.l.arLy  held,  international 
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congests  to  see  how  many  different  countries  can  be  contacted  in  a given  time 
lnter^l„  (It  is  not  unlike  the  purposes  underlying,  and  the  results  achieved 
rom  the  Indianapolis  500-inile  race  in  the  US  automotive  world).  Accordingly, 

TTC  Soviet  Government  has  'bol^  their  amateurs  that  they  cannot  talk  with 

US  h^s,;  the  Soviet  amateurs  have  set,  up  their  ovm  long-distance  contests  T^thin 
orbit.  Since  the.  objective  of  these  contests  is  to  contact  as  many 
different  areas  as  possible,  speed  is  of  the  essence  and  conversations  are  kept 
to  the  minimum  required  for  adeqiiate  Identification,  records  vrhich  con  be  officially 
confirmed,  etc.  Since  Soviet  DXers  are  accustomed  to  quick  communication  in  English 
rom  previous  contests  before  the  ban,  they  have  continued  to  intercommunicate  in 
English  within  the  USSR  and  Soviet  orbit.  25X1 X 

conversations  have  been  limited  to  IdenfffPatioj^v^cod^^SoS^omments 
25X1Xi  relative  to  signal  strength,  clarity  of  reception,  etc;  and  perhaps  a first  name 
conversational  identification.  never  heard  any  additional  conver- 

^ sational  comments  or  remarks  of  possible  intelligence  value.  If  the  Soviet  DXers 
are  following  the  published  international  lisr;s  of  station  call  numbers  and  their 
location,  then  the  geographical  location  of  most  of  their  stations  is  known.  If 
they  chose  to  confuse  call  numbers  and  the  published  location  of  stations,  this 
would  be  : difficult  or  impossible  for  horns  to  spot  from  the  US,  since  it  would 
require  more  precise  direction-finding  antennae  than  is  available  to  the  ordinary 


3»  Interestingly,  it  is  known  that  .there  is  a definite  correlation  between  the  number 
of  DXers  or  high-powered  radio  stations  in  an  area  and  the  technical  **goings  on" 
within  that  ^ea.  A correlation  curve  con  in  fact  be  developed  between  the  location 
of  such  stations  and  the  presence  of  activities  requiring  engineers,  .electronics 
specialists,  and!  physicists  --for  these  are  the  specialists  most  active  in  ainatepr 
long-range  radio -telephone  communication.  Since  the  operation  of  these  stations 
calls  for  a good  .deal  of  technical  capability  and  equipment,  this  fact  in  itself 
demonstrates  a high  level  of  capability  on  the  pai^t  of  the  operator.  And  since 
ocvHv  activities  are  normally  ext.ra-curriciaa-j-  the  operator  is  of  course  utilizing- 

25X1 X his  profeaslonol  capabilities  somewhere  nearby.  To  ill\iytrate,  in  1946-if7,  25X1 X 

(without  any  checking  with  other  DX  operators)  noted  a considerable  number 

of  new  oa-5  prefixes,  indicating  the  establishment  of  five  or  six  new  DX  stations 

in  the  Leopoldville  area  of  the  Belgian  Congo.  Knowing  of  the  correlation  betwieen 
DX  station  operators  and  industrial  or  technical  reseaicii  aotivltieo,  it  was  of  • 

course  easy  to  quiciay  spot  the  general  degree  of  activity  and,  the  importance  of 
the  mining  of  fiaaionable  materials  somewhere  near  Leopoldville.  25X1 X 

there  is  no  reason  why  this  general  correlation  is  not  equally  true  for  the  USSR. 

The  transfer  of  particular  stations  and  cperat.ors  from  one  area  to  another,  or  their 
concentration  would  seem  to  mo  to  have  definite  iwpllcr.  »-.iont3,  as  a cause  for 
intelligence  ctariosity  and  porhaps  also  as  a partial  confirmation  of  other  in- 
conclusive indicator-3  or  rumors. 


4.  Tl-ie  reported  relaxation  of  the  Sovle-t  bsin  on  DX  comniuvii  atirjr.  with  the  US  in  the 
25X1X  futujre,  TTva^w^o^O^course^iav^^ome  militaiy,  v.raU;.i.r.g,  or  even  intelligence 

significance.  well  fact  that  in  tha  US,  the 

military  services  are  the  "home best  friend.  Were  it  uot  for  their  recognition 

of  the  wartime  (auxiliary  communication  net)  a:id  p-eac.- -inic  (training  and  technical 

development)  importance  of  "hams",  the  frequencieo  asst.-pnci  .for  ajiateur  use  would 

long  ago  have  been  taken  away  by  the  governmei-.bai.  communicatior,  agencies,  re-  •' 

spending  to  pressure  exerted  tjn'ough  Congre£-.s  by  -e  r-  - ial  c cmmuixi  cat  ions  c omponle  s 

who  would  like  to  have  the  amateur  frequencies  “-.j  ;o  • .e  i . fhei-'efore , 25X1 X 

if  the  Soviet  military  services  are  involved  in  ehe  lif  ting  of  tne  ban,  perhaps 

V7ishing  to  further  develo  , the  same  type  of  benefits  believed  desirable  by  the 

U3  military  services. 
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